
 

 

February 2023 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church of Verona  

Come and Worship With Us  
10:15 a.m. 

10 Fairview Ave, Verona, NJ 07044  
973-239-3561 

 

Director Music: Chaequan Anderson 

Christian Education Chair:  Cathy Franco 

Sexton: Andy Turner 

Admin. Assistant: Patti Beirne 

E-Mail: veronapreschurch@gmail.com ___ _                                        Website: www.veronapreschurch.org 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We are a caring and welcoming church fully engaged in the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we 

live and worship in joyful fellowship with God, proclaiming the Good News through an active program of Christian education and music 

for children, families, and individuals of all ages. We are committed to sharing our gifts and talents to implement God’s will and to 

assume leadership in our community, guided by the principles of Christian love.   

 

 

 

http://www.veronapreschurch.org/


ONLINE OPPORTUNITIES FOR SUPPORT AND WORSHIP 

For those who are unable to attend, services will be streamed through this you tube site: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0czo7NSkhf56Ffx5OpA03Q 

 

On YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0czo7NSkhf56Ffx5OpA03Q 
and subscribe to our channel.  

Church Website www.veronapreschurch.org 

 
Online giving is now available on our website: veronapreschurch.org 

 

2023 CHURCH OFFICERS  

SESSION DEACONS 

Cathy Franco 

Donna Lauckner 

Christopher Kiel 

Donna Kiel 
 

Deborah Michelsen 

Marilyn O'Neill 

Nicole Shaw 

Margaret Whiting 
 

Kathy Dougherty 

David Haimann 

Matthew Koroluk 

Michael McGough 
Trevor Mescia 

Dotty Ostella 

Willow Pomponio 

James Shorten 

Tennille Wasak 
 

 
Margaret Whiting, Clerk of the Session Council 

Dr. Michael Duhaney, Corporation President 

Ken Lauckner- Treasurer 

Kathy Dougherty & Donna Lauckner- Financial Secretaries 

Dotty Ostella & Michael McGough- Deacon Co-Chairs 

  

 

GIFT WE ALL CAN GIVE IS THE “THE GIFT OF THOUGHTFULNESS.” 

 Take some time to remember those who do not have email and/or are unable to attend Worship 

with us.   

Check the church prayer lists that are provided in the Sunday bulletins and are on the weekly Spirit 

and choose some friends to remember with a note, visit or phone call.  A gift that we all can give is 

the gift of remembrance. 

If you would like some assistance in choosing persons to contact, please contact Dotty Ostella or 

Patti Beirne by phone or email. 

 

LENT BEGINS 

 Ash Wednesday, February 22, 2023 

7:30 pm:  Distribution of Ashes 

Rev. Susan Friedl Officiating 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0czo7NSkhf56Ffx5OpA03Q
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0czo7NSkhf56Ffx5OpA03Q


 

LAY READERS 

February  5  Pat Heyer 

February 12 Dotty Ostella 

February 19  Joyce Cougan 

Ash Wednesday, February 22      

February 26   Chris Kiel 

 

 

TRANSITION UPDATE 

Your Session and Transition Team continues to search for a Permanent Pastor. 

What’s been happening behind the scenes? 

Elder Joan Davies, from the Presbytery’s Commission on Ministry, is guiding us in the process of finding a 

Permanent Pastor.  Many of you met her when she assisted in Pastor Lynn’s last service on November 13th. 

First Step: Finding an Interim Pastor: 

The first task of the Transition Team is to hire an Interim Pastor who will be with us until we find a 

Permanent Pastor. 

The Interim Pastor will assume the responsibilities of a Permanent Pastor. 

• There are now three possible candidates for the position of Interim Pastor; two have had two 

interviews.  Interviews are being conducted by the HR  and Worship & Music Committees. 

• Elder Debbie Michelsen has provided the names of the Pastors and Moderators who will continue 

to lead us through Easter or as long as needed. 

• Moderators continue to conduct Session and Congregational Meetings. 

Second Step: Finding a Permanent Pastor: 

 Following the hiring of an Interim, a Pastor Search Team will be formed.  The Search Team will consist of a 

cross-section of interested members of the church congregation. 

In the meantime: 

The life of FPCV will continue as usual.  You, our members, and friends will be updated with the progress of 

this transition.  We welcome your ideas and suggestions. 

 If you have any questions or need assistance of any kind, please contact Patti Beirne in the office or an 

Elder or Deacon. 

 Your Transition Team:  

Elders, D.Kiel, C Kiel, C.Franco, M.O’Neill, N.Shaw, D.Michelsen, and Clerk Whiting 

  

 



 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

 There are numerous opportunities for church friends to share their talents. Opportunities 

are published from time to time. Ideas are always welcome. Feel free to speak with a 
Session member or Deacon. Lay Readers for Sunday Worship are always needed. If 
you would like to volunteer to lay read, please contact Beth Shorten for information: 

973-641-2296. 

 

THE ACTS 

THE ACTS is the Annual Report of the life of FPCV.  This annual publication is distributed to church members prior to the Annual 

Meeting of the Congregation scheduled for Sunday, February 26, 2023, immediately following Worship. Reports that are due are listed 

below.  It is important that you write your article/report as soon as possible and send it to Patti Beirne.  If possible, the articles should 

be completed by February 1st.  If you would like a computer print-out of last year’s report, please let Patti know asap. 

 

 

 

 

CHANCEL CHOIR 

 

We love singing with Chae! Although our numbers are small, we continue to prepare a wide variety 

of musical selections for Sunday Worship, All are welcome to join us when we rehearse in the parlor 

on Tuesday nights at 7:15 pm. 

We would like to develop a children’s choir that would sing on a monthly basis. 

Talk to Chae if you have children who are interested. 

 

 

 

 

 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 

 The next CEC meeting will be held in person on Sunday, February 19th during coffee hour in 

Fellowship Hall.  

The end of January marked our half way point in the year. The children did a review of the 8, count 

them 8, Bible Stories they have been learning, along with sooo many other things. The students 

continued to learn about the different things which occur during the service. They now understand 

what communion is about and also the installation of officers and Deacon’s as they were able to 

watch and see how their parents model leadership in the church.  

Having our children know the leaders of our church is essential for developing their connection to faith 

in practice and I am grateful that our children’s parents are so actively involved in the life of our church 

family. The children also had the experience of the passing of a long time member of our church 

family with the loss of Barbara Schickram. They wanted to discuss it during class and remembered 

that she always waved and said hello to them when they would pass her. They asked to pray for her 

family and grandchildren. It was very fitting that the last thing that Barbara did at First Presbyterian 

Church of Verona was to help finish tying the knots with the women at her coffee hour table for a 

blanket that the children had started to make for our MLK service project. The blanket went to the 

Linus Blanket drive done by Joanne’s fabric and craft store to children in the hospital.  Barbara’s 

legacy in our church has been strongly intertwined with the children who have grown up in it. She will 

be truly missed. 

The Teens+ Young Adults group has been restarted and is working on identifying weeks that work 

for them to meet. Many of the potential group are already involved as Deacon’s so we are working 

around their busy schedule of ushering to find Sunday’s that can work out for them.   

The Teens+ Young Adults is tracking the donations for our sock drive which continues to run through 

the end of February. Socks will be donated to Betsy’s Shelter in Newark for those less fortunate.  

Stock up on those Can Can sale items and bring them for Souper Bowl Sunday February 12th. The 

Sunday School class is sponsoring coffee hour and will be collecting cans of soup and dollar bills in 

soup pots. The donations will go to the local food pantry. 

Our planning for the Good Friday Children’s Workshop has begun so mark your calendar for 

Friday, April 7th. 

                                     Cathy Franco, Chair Christian Education Committee 

   

5th Annual Sock Drive 
January 1, - February 28, 2023 

Socks are the most needed item in Homeless Shelters 
New warm socks of all sizes (children and adults) are being collected at  

 First Presbyterian Church of Verona 
Items will be taken to those in need 

 

 

 

 



 

     

WELCOME PACKAGE 

 We have a welcome package for our church visitors located in a basket on the table in the 
Narthex.  The welcome “bags” include: 
Colorful and cheerful cards about many of our ministries, programs and people in our church  

• A “reply” card where our guest can indicate if he/she would like more information about our 
programs 

• Several peppermint Lifesavers (for both literal and metaphorical purposes) 

• A lovely wooden cross keepsake 

Please stop by the Narthex table and take a look – but leave the Lifesavers! 

                                                                                                   -Dotty Ostella 

 
 

 

 

 

SUNDAY SUPPER 

 

Sunday Supper, a ministry that provides a meal once a month to those who are financially and/or physically 

challenged, continues to be a viable, successful and meaningful ministry in this church.   

If you would like to help our program in other ways, please reach out to Donna Lauckner or Dotty Ostella.  The 

needs of the program change regularly – sometimes we need extra help with salad preparation and other times 

we need help with clean-up -- but we would love to have the names of people we can count on when we need 

an extra pair of hands! 

         -Dotty Ostella and Donna Lauckner 

 

 

THE SUNDAY SUPPER CRAFT GROUP 

The group will be meeting on Saturday, February 18th from 

10-12:30 for the items to go with the meals on Sunday, 

February 19th. Our band of creative members is starting to 

grow again with Paulette Rose coming when her work 

schedule permits. Welcome Paulette! 

                                                             Cathy Franco  

 

 

 

 



STEWARDSHIP  

 

We are a small but dedicated congregation and your response to our Stewardship Campaign has 

always been reassuring. 

Thank you to everyone who have made your pledges for 2023. 

 

If you haven’t already done so, please consider paying your “per capita” fee of $40.    

If you have any questions, contact Barbara Haimann, Donna Lauckner or Marilyn O’Neill          

                                                                                       Barbara Haimann, Chairperson 

PER CAPITA GIVING 

We are asked to pay a per capita charge of $40 per member to Presbytery. 

The following explains the purpose of this giving:  

“Through sharing in generous support of per capita and participating in the opportunities per capita funds, the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) uplifts and empowers all worshipping communities as an integral part of being the 

church. In these and in many other ways, per capita giving is shaped by the call that God has extended for us all to join 

in the pursuit and formation of God’s kin-dom. By gathering together in per capita giving, the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.) commits to connection and is empowered to live out the ministry of the church.” 

 

 

 

 

HOPE FOR UKRAINE 

                   We continue with our collections to help those struggling in Ukraine.  Canned food is definitely a needed item. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE THRIFT SHOP 

 - 

We are reopening on Valentine’s Day, Tuesday February 14.   We have been 

cleaning, moving, re-organizing, freeing, pricing, and more.  Easter items are on 

display and we will have a year-round Christmas area.    

Even being closed we donated books to St. John’s in Newark, baby items and toys 

to Mercy House and clothing to Haiti.   

 

 

 

CHANCEL FLOWER DONATIONS 

What a beautiful way to remember our loved ones at Sunday Worship. 

Your name and that of your loved one will be included in the bulletin 

If you wish to donate, please contact Barbara Levenson at 

barbarabert@verizon.net 

or call the church office at 973-239-3561 

 

 

FLOWERS FOR FEBRUARY 

February 5 
 

 

February 12  
 

 

February 19 

 
 

February 26  

 
 

  

 

What a beautiful way to remember our loved ones at Sunday Worship. 
Your name and that of your loved one will be included in the bulletin 

. 
 

 

 

 

mailto:barbarabert@verizon.net


HOLY SPIRIT FOOD PANTRY 

 

The Holy Spirit Food Pantry continues to need our help.  In November, 
they served 154 shoppers.   

You may use the 24-hour drop-off bin in their parking lot on 30 Gould 
Street for any donations.  Please consider writing a check to: Episcopal 

Church of the Holy Spirit with “food pantry” in the memo line. 

 

 

GRANDPARENTS’ GROUP 

 

 

Our Grandparents Group meets on the second 

Thursday of the month via Zoom. 

 
Please email patheyer75@gmail.com  or call 
973-239-3592 if you’d like to join us.  

 

 

WISHING BIRTHDAY 
CELEBRANTS,  

………a very Happy Birthday. 
 

Remember the only way to be added to this list  

is by reaching out to Dan Uniss  

or a deacon and providing your  

birthday information (no year required)! 

 

 

 February   

Donna Lauckner     5 

Barbara Levenson   6 

Isabel Mercado       7 

Ernie Kiel               8 

Dan Uniss                       10 

Charlotte Cunningham   13 

 Nicole Shaw                  22 

 

 

 

mailto:patheyer75@gmail.com


 

 

 

February 2023 Calendar 

 

 

Wednesday February 1   

ACTS 2022 Articles Due In 

 

Sunday February 5 

         10:15 am Worship Service  

                 Holy Communion Sunday 

                 Rev. Debra Given - Preacher 

                 Pat Heyer – Lay Reader 

                                                     

 No Deacon Meeting in February 

 

Tuesday February 7 

         7:15 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal  

 

Thursday February 9  

       11:00 am Grandparents’ Group- Zoom 

         6:30 pm Worship and Music-Zoom           

 

Saturday February 11 

       9:30 am to 11:00 am Music Together – Chamberlain Hall 

 

Sunday February 12      Souper Bowl Sunday 

       10:15 am Worship Service   

                Pam Osborne - Preacher 

                Dotty Ostella -  Lay Reader 
        

Tuesday February 14    Valentine’s Day 

                10:00 am Thrift Shop Reopens 

                 7:15 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

  
Saturday February 18   

               10:00 am Sunday Supper Crafters - Parlor 

                9:30am-11:00am Music Together – Chamberlain Hall 

 

 

Sunday February 19    Sunday Supper Delivery 

       10:15 am Worship Service 

 Pam Osborne – Preaching 

Joyce Cougan – Lay Reader 

 

11:00 CEC Meeting in Person during Coffee Hour 
         

Tuesday February 21 

            7:15 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Wednesday February 22   Ash Wednesday 

             7:30 pm Service with Distribution of Ashes 

Thursday February 23 

            7:30 Session-Zoom 

 

Saturday February 25  

           9:30 am to 11:00 am Music Together – Chamberlain Hall 

 

Sunday February 26   

       10:15 am Worship Service 

               Rev. Susan Friedl, Preacher 

               Chris Kiel, Lay Reader 

         Congregational Meeting Immediately  

                                             Following Worship 

 

          Black & Gold Dinner for Boy Scouts 

                  1:30pm Set Up in Chamberlain Hall 

                         Event Begins at 3:00pm Ends at 5pm 

           

Tuesday February 28 

                7:15pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The Performing Arts Project, New Jersey 

(TPAPNJ)   www.tpapnj.com 
 

2023 Winter Class Schedule, 10 weeks 

January 9 – March 20, 2023 

No class on MLK Day, Jan. 16th 

Chamberlain Hall 
 

Mondays 4pm to 6pm 

Tuesdays 4pm to 7pm 

Wednesdays 4pm to 6pm 

Thursdays 4pm to 6:30pm 

Fridays  4pm to 6pm 

 

* 

 

West Essex Music Together 

westessexmt@gmail.com 
 

2023 Winter Semester, 8 weeks 

January 9 – March 6, 2023 

No class on MLK Day, Jan. 16 

Classes held in MT Room unless otherwise noted. 
 

Mondays 9:30am to 11:30am 

Tuesdays 3:30pm to 5:30pm 

Wednesdays 10am to 11am 

Thursdays 10am to 11am 

Fridays  3:30pm to 4:30pm 

Saturdays 9:30am to 11:30am Chamberlain Hall 

 

 

AA Meetings 

Meeting in Chamberlain Hall- Tuesdays 8:30pm-9:30pm   

 

Al-Anon Meetings 

Meeting in Julie Chamberlain Room – Fridays 12:30pm to 1:30 pm   

 

http://www.tpapnj.com/
mailto:westessexmt@gmail.com

